Welcome to this week’s newsletter. This information is also available on the Sacred Heart Web Page Please note
the web page will always be the most up to date link with parish news.
If you need to contact Fr Paul Chipchase, please ring the parish office on 01509 219325 or email Fr Paul at
oh.sacredheart.loughboro@dioceseofnottingham.uk
Message for the Third Sunday of Lent.

The people of ancient Israel had a very simple expectation of how God would reward the righteous with
health, wealth and long life, and would punish sinners.
The trouble with this idea was that it didn't seem to be borne out in practice! The psalms are full of
complaints that God is getting it all wrong. The wicked were having a great time while the just were
suffering all kinds of hardship.
In today's Gospel reading, Jesus is confronting the people's naive expectation of how God should behave.
He uses the example of two recent local disasters to show them that those who suffer are not being
punished by God. His parable of the unproductive fig tree demonstrates God's infinite patience with
sinners. There is an underlying message too, that no human being can regard themselves as truly
righteous. All are sinners in need of God's mercy.
God bless Fr. Paul
Parish Service and Intentions for this coming week
Please note there is no Mass in the Parish on Friday 18th March
Date
Service
Intentions
th
Saturday 19 March 2022
17:30 Vigil
Michael Sharman R.I.P.
Saturday Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Sunday 20th March 2022

10am Mass

Monday 21st March 2022

Welcomer
Noel

From 5:00 to 5:20 p.m.
Liz

People of the Parish
No Mass

Tuesday 22nd March 202

09:30 Mass

For Peace.

Wednesday 23rd March 2022

09:30 Mass

Thursday 24th March 2022

09:30 Mass

Terry, Joyce, Philip and all deceased
members of the Concannon family.
Fr. Edward Byron R.I.P.

Friday 25th March 2022

09:30 Mass

Canon John Berry R.I.P

Saturday 26th March 2022

17:30 Vigil

People of the Parish

Fiona

Sunday 27th March 2022
Mothering Sunday

10:00 Mass

Fr. Joseph Ketels R.I.P.

Mary

Annunciation of the Lord

Betty Lane R.I.P. Please pray for the repose of the soul of Betty Lane, who died last Tuesday.
Details of Betty's funeral will be announced in due course.

Volunteer on
the day

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen.
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Diocesan Reorganisation 10th March 2022
•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Bishop Patrick gave an outline of the current state of the Catholic Church in the Nottingham Diocese. The data
show that, since 1985, there has been a rapid decline in Mass attendance and a significant decline in the number
of active priests. However, we have the same number of churches and parishes. They are not fully used and are
not pastorally or financially sustainable. The average age of the priests in the Deanery is 63. (If anyone wants the
full data, Fr Paul can provide it).
The purpose of the reorganisation is to, “Regroup for Mission”. This means that the Church will be less
concerned with “bricks and mortar” and more concerned with “social outreach” in the wider community. Only
one church was identified for closure (Measham) but it would seem inevitable that, over time, other churches
and church buildings will be decommissioned and sold / rented out.
There are not many young men presenting themselves for the priesthood and those that manage to “stay the
course” will not be available for 7 years.
The plans as presented were the “road-map” for the reorganisation. The current plans combine the parishes of
Sacred Heart, Loughborough with St Gregory’s, Sileby.
It was pointed out that this was not a “natural” geographic “fit” and that a more natural one would be Sacred
Heart with St Mary’s. It was explained that the Diocese wants to maintain a Diocesan presence in Loughborough
and as St Mary’s is a Rosminian parish this objective couldn’t be achieved by combining St Mary’s with Sacred
Heart. As things stand, it will be Sacred Heart with St Gregory’s and the two parishes will become one parish,
served by one parish priest.
There will be just one PPC and one Finance Committee and the finances of both existing parishes will be
combined in to one account. This merging will clearly need some discussion and there will have to be give-andtake to accommodate, as far as possible, the needs of the parishioners, given that there will be just one priest to
serve both churches. So, for example, week-day and Saturday/Sunday Mass times will have to be adjusted to
allow the priest to serve both communities. There will be, of necessity, much more reliance on the laity for the
management and administration of the parish.
The parishes can expect a certain amount of support from the “Curia” in Nottingham. This will be legal, financial
and administrative support. The Nottingham office will become a “hub” for sharing good practice. Training will
be available to assist parishes in setting up and running their management and admin responsibilities.
There will be a “fund” established from which parishes will be able to request money to support “outreach”
projects. Parishes will have to apply for this cash and the allocation will be decided on merit according to
predetermined criteria.
No time scale was outlined but the plan will be implemented “sooner rather than later”. It may depend on
“circumstances” e.g., ill-health or retirement of a priest.
The Bishop and the priests listened to the questions and the feedback from the assembled representatives from
all the Deanery parishes. They will come back with a final decision after Easter.

Consequences for the Parishes.
•

We will not know which priest will be the new parish priest until later in the year. The PPC will have to start a
dialogue with the Finance Committee at St Gregory’s (no PPC at St Gregory’s). Together we will have to consider
issues such as setting up a new joint PPC and a new joint Finance Committee. We will have to decide how to
merge our financial affairs. We will have to consider appointing a parish administrator to run the parish. This will
have to be costed and funds will have to be made available.

Almsgiving for this Lent - John Storer House (JSH).: - Thank you to everyone who has been putting items in the
Foodbank Box. Making a small donation of jams, sugar, cooking oil, pasta sauce, toilet rolls, biscuits, sweets, tea and
coffee, are always in demand. Our JSH volunteers from the parish, do take it in turns to deliver the contents of the
box to John Storer House.
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Dates for your diary: - More details are to follow
•
•
•
•
•
•

2nd April - Church Spring Cleaning Day.
We would love to see as many people as possible. Refreshments will
be served, and cleaning equipment will provided.
29th April at 7pm – Pizza evening to say a big thank you to the helpers during the pandemic.
16th June – Corpus Christi and 1st Holy Communion celebration.
24th – 26th June – Sacred Heart weekend.
5th July at 7pm - Jubilee Mass, followed by food.
9th September - Curry Night: -

Parish welcome Team - For these past 18 months, you have seen and spoken to a team who will always show a
warm welcome with a smile (Behind their fae covering) as you arrive. We are known as the Parish Welcome team.
When on duty all you will need to do is encourage hand sanitiser as they enter the church, hand out hymn books,
service sheet and the newsletter. After Mass. We just need to check the church pews are clear ready for the next
Mass.
If you would like to join our amazing team, please speak to any one of us. We just need your name, contact number,
email and if a preference with weekend Mass you attend.
News from within our Nottingham Diocese
LACY OUTSIDE STATIONS OF THE CROSS - 3rd April 2022 – at the Rosmini Centre, Ratcliffe on the Wreake, LE7
4SJ. Calling ALL YOUNG PEOPLE, families and friends – come and share some time with us taking a “Journey with
Jesus” as we make the Stations of the Cross outside in the grounds of the Rosmini Centre, commencing at 1.30
p.m. This will be followed by a Celebration of Mass and light refreshments. With LACY support and help we are
hoping that young people will lead the Stations and feel they can be involved in the Celebration of Mass through
Music and readings. Let us know if you can be with us and would like to be
involved. Contact paulinepayne@hotmail.com or claudiacoxon@googlemail.com.
Children’s Activity
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Write a prayer to God saying what you
love about him.
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