


Dear Father/Deacon/Sister/Catechist/Parishioner,  

It is with mixed emotions that I put together this third edition of a booklet collating online 

resources for you and your parish/chaplaincy. During Advent when the COVID-19 vaccinations 

started I hoped that we might see a return to some kind of in-person events this spring, however 

during this third lockdown I feel that may yet be a while off.  

I am delighted to hear how these resources have been received particular from in our last edition 

the Diocesan Carol Service, Advent Podcast and this month the Discipleship series. I am very 

grateful to all who made these opportunities for reflection and prayer possible but especially to 

those who accepted the invitation to get involved. 

This edition is looking forward to Lent and presents what is available in and outside the diocese to 

help your parish/chaplaincy community to continue to grow as a Catholic disciple of  Christ. Some 

events are rapidly approaching so I would like to particularly highlight them especially in the first 

two bullet points below: 

• Catechist Network — Tuesday 26th February will see our 4th catechist network and will be 

an information evening introducing INSPIRE a new Confirmation course from NDCYS 

• Sycamore Catch Up — Following on from our webinar in November we will hear how 

parishes have used this resource, what lessons they have learned and how you can use it in 

your parish/chaplaincy. 

• St Joseph Resources — Some initial thoughts of how we can celebrate the Year of St Joseph 

• Scripture resources — how we can continue to celebrate the year(s) of the word! 

• Online resources — A selection of courses, webinars and conferences from around the UK 

Please share this with others so that as many people as possible can engage with these resources. 

I look forward to a time when I can come and work more closely with you and your parish.  

God bless 

 

Joe Hopkins 

Director of Adult Formation for Mission 

Diocese of Nottingham 



Tuesday 26th January — 7pm — Zoom 

Our fourth online catechist network meeting will be for Confirmation 

Catechists and will focus on a new programme called INSPIRE. 

Inspire is a seven session online confirmation programme created by 

NDCYS. The course will be delivered through an interactive online 

platform that will allow young people to gather with others from across 

the diocese, while also enabling catechists to meet and virtually walk 

through the programme with their parish group; ensuring we celebrate 

and affirm the community of the Church on both a diocesan and parish 

level. 

The evening will also look at safeguarding guidelines and advice too. 

Who is it for: Parish clergy and confirmation catechists; particularly 

those who want to run a programme this year. 

Booking Here:  Introducing INSPIRE 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJApceqoqTorGtBD5q3F-n-ejtvGj4rOtDOw


Thursday 4th February — 7pm — Zoom 

Following on from the ‘Introducing Zoom Webinar’ led by Fr Stephen Wang in 

November, we will gather to hear the experience of those who have led a 

Sycamore course, are about to or are in the middle of courses. We will discuss 

with clergy and parishioners from across the diocese their experience of 

running sycamore online for their parish. We will look particularly at: 

• Advertising and Inviting 

• Tips for running the sessions 

• Thoughts for follow on 

Who is it for: Those who came to the last meeting, Parish Priests, catechists of 

sacramental programmes, those interested or involved in faith formation, 

Deacons and Religious. 

Booking Here:  Sycamore Sharing Our Experiences 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkd-CppjwpE9FHod7EDrQpzbZ0f84hpeoy


COMING SOON! 

Pope Francis declared that from the 8th December 2020 to 8th December 2021 

(the feast of the Immaculate Conception) would be the Year of St Joseph, 

celebrating 150 years of St Joseph being declared as the patron saint of the 

Universal Church. We hope to celebrate this as diocese in a number of ways 

beginning in March. Here are our initial thoughts:  

• A diocesan novena leading to the Solemnity of St Joseph on 19th 

March 

• A monthly podcast ‘A Father’s Heart: A Podcast by Catholic Dads for 

Catholic Dads’ — exploring Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter: Patris Corde  

• A day retreat for men – when the current restrictions lift/ease. 

We would also like to hear what resources you think would be helpful. For 

more information on the year of St Joseph and to download a copy of the 

Apostolic letter please visit: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/year-of-st-joseph/ 

Fhttps://www.cbcew.org.uk/year-of-st-joseph/


The Year of the Word Continues... 

Due to the pandemic the Bishops of England and Wales decided to extend the God who 

speaks initiative throughout 2021. Regular resources are uploaded to 

www.godwhospeaks.uk. Picked out here are a selection of resources to help you and your 

parish/chaplaincy.  

• Daily Podcast — The Bible in a Year. Fr Mike Shchmitz leads you through the Bible in 

one year with daily Podcasts of 20-25mins with a reflection. Find on your podcast 

service or visit: https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/ 

• Seven Week Bible study series — the aim of this series is to provide a sense of 

Scripture as a whole: Bible Study 

• Weekly Scripture Webinar — The Dominican Sisters of St Joseph lead a weekly 

webinar on Wednesdays at 7pm looking at the coming Sunday’s Gospel. You can 

follow on Facebook or register here: Weekly Webinar 

• Monthly Talks — The Diocese of Menevia has organised monthly talks on scripture 

on YouTube more info here: Menevia Talks 

• Bible Timeline Course — a free national course live streamed looking at the timeline 

of the Bible, starting 7th April. More Information here: Bible Course 

http://www.godwhospeaks.uk
https://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/
http://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/focus/sunday-of-the-word-of-god/echoes-of-god-journeying-with-the-word-of-god/
https://ffm.clickmeeting.com/wednesday-gospel-webinar/register?_ga=1.124092682.1222817271.1481139698
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/our-dioceses/menevias-programme-for-2021/
https://comeandsee.org/index.html


Make the most of Lockdown 3.0 

Lockdown can be really difficult but it does allow us access to a lot of online courses, 

retreats and conferences, we may never have been able to get to if they had been held in 

person. 

• Let us Dream — Saturday 30th January 11:00-12:30, Austen Ivereigh will be 

speaking about Pope Francis’ recent book which he collaborated with him  on.  

Watch the livestream here: Livestream or watch after the event here: 

www.whatgoodnews.org/ 

• Lenten Retreat on Hope — The Dominican Sisters of St Joseph will lead a weekly 

45min talk on how we can find hope by looking at a different biblical character every 

week in Lent. Register here:  Finding Hope 

• Being Evangelising Catechists — On February 11th at 7pm Dr James Puley, with the 

Archdiocese of Southwark, will lead a masterclass on making our catechesis a 

moment of evangelisation based on his latest book: Masterclass Booking (£5) 

• Knowing Jesus Online Retreat — Daily Prayer and reflection led by the Ignatian 

Spirituality Centre, option for group discussion: Retreat Information 

• Christian Heritage Centre — The Christian Heritage Centre, based in Stonyhurst, 

have a range of courses, talks and conferences aimed at: young adults, healthcare 

professionals, parishioners and more: CHC Events 

 

http://ssppilford.org.uk/wp2/live-stream-church-services/
http://www.whatgoodnews.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtc-2grjkiGtU8vPFJea2ktvR5U0MZ1mrL
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9m2J2tGHQJK95AS1uKNmDA
https://www.onlineprayer.net/
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/
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