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Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time — Year C 

Psalm Response: O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next 

Preface: VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time   Eucharistic Prayer: 3 

Reflection 
 

Like a king making ready for battle or a contractor about to build a tower, we have 
to count the cost as we set out to follow Jesus. Our Lord today is telling us up front 
the sacrifice it will take. His words aren’t addressed to His chosen few, the Twelve, 
but rather to the ‘great crowds’—to anyone, to whoever wishes to be His disciple. 
That only makes His call all the more stark and uncompromising. We are to ‘hate’ 
our old lives, to renounce all the earthly things we rely upon, to choose Him above 
every person and possession. Again He tells us that the things we have—even our 
family ties and obligations—can become an excuse, an obstacle that keeps us from 
giving ourselves completely to Him. 
 
Jesus brings us the saving wisdom we are promised in today’s First Reading. He is 
that saving Wisdom. Weighed down by many earthly concerns, the burdens of our 
body and its needs, we could never see beyond the things of this world; we could 
never detect God’s heavenly design and intention. So in His mercy He sent us His 
Spirit, His Wisdom from on high, to make straight our path to Him. 
 
Jesus Himself paid the price to free us from the sentence imposed on Adam, which 
we recall in today’s Psalm. No more will the work of our hands be an affliction; no 
more are we destined to turn back to dust. Like Onesimus in today’s Epistle, we 
have been redeemed. We have been given a new family and a new inheritance, 
made children of the Father, brothers and sisters in the Lord. We are free now to 
come after Him, to serve Him—no longer slaves to the ties of our past lives. In 
Christ, all our yesterdays have passed. We live in what the Psalm today beautifully 
describes as the daybreak, ready to be filled with His kindness. For He has given us 
wisdom of heart and taught us to number our days aright. 
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Weekend of 7th September / 8th September 
Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

5:30p.m.  Vigil Mass  
10:00a.m. Mass           

Monday 9th September (Feria) 9:30a.m. Mass                

Tuesday 10th September (Feria) 9:30a.m. Mass               

Wednesday 11th September (Feria) 9:30a.m. Mass     

Thursday 12th September (The Most Holy name of Mary) 9:30a.m. Mass           

Friday 13th August (St. John Chrysostom) 9:30a.m. Mass  

Weekend of 14th September / 15th September 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

5:30p.m.  Vigil Mass         
10:00a.m. Mass                  

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

Parish News 
 

Coffee / Tea after Mass in the Parish Hall 
 

Coffee and Tea after Sunday Mass: Has now resumed after the summer break — all are welcome to the Parish 
Hall after the Sunday Mass where you can share in tea / coffee and biscuits and meet and catch up with other 
parishioners. If there is anyone else who would like to help out on the refreshment rota, please do speak to Frances 
Mitchell. 
Children’s Liturgy: Children’s Liturgy of the Word begins this Sunday now the schools have started back. Our thanks 
to all those who provide for our younger children and help out in this important ministry in our parish. 
Home Mission Sunday: Next weekend (14th / 15th September) there will be a Second Collection as part of Home 
Mission Sunday. This looks to support the Bishops’ national work of evangelisation, ensuring that the Catholic Faith 
Centre is resourced to respond to those who have questions about the Catholic Faith.  
New E-mail Address: Please note that with Fr. Paul Chipchase arriving on the weekend of 28th / 29th September 
to be your new Parish Priest, the parish e-mail address from then on will necessarily change. As advance notice, he will 
be able to be contacted on oh.sacredheart.loughboro@dioceseofnottingham.uk  
Help for your new Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Chipchase has asked me to advertise his intention to employ someone for 
three hours on Friday mornings to help put the newsletter together and perhaps undertake a small amount of other 
typing. If you are able to provide that assistance, perhaps you would speak to him on his arrival or e-mail him at 
oh.sacredheart.loughboro@dioceseofnottingham.uk  
Grub Club: Summer Grub Club hosted at St Mary’s has ended after another successful season. We served 500+ hot 
meals (3 courses) to 57 children and their parents over a six-week period. We managed to distribute 100+ coats. And 
there was the trip to Twin Lakes on Thursday. There were over 50 volunteers, aged 18 to 70+, from St Mary’s and 
Sacred Heart Churches, De Lisle and Amherst schools and elsewhere. We had the services of football coaches and a 
brilliant dance coach. There were many activities on offer, varied across the weeks. Including: jellyfish sun catchers; 
paper bracelets; grass heads; weaving; balloon rockets; straw rockets; upcycled egg carton rose; clay modelling and 
painting; rain sticks; stained glass bookmarks. A huge thanks to parishioners of both Churches who helped to make this 
happen. Getting involved is a great way to make friends. There is such a great community spirit during the sessions. Tell 
us if you are interested. Thanks to our priests, also Priscilla Jordan and Ben from St Mary’s School, for their support.  
Parish Safeguarding Training (Save the date): There will be safeguarding training in our parish provided by 
Clare McKenzie, our diocesan safeguarding coordinator, for all volunteers on Tuesday 15th October in the Parish 
rooms: 6.30p.m-8:00p.m. Any queries please speak to Maggie or Frances. 
 

Other News 
 

Mass for Catholics Working in Healthcare: In recognition of the contribution Healthcare workers make to the 
lives of others, Bishop Patrick will be celebrating a Mass for all Catholics working in the Diocese on Saturday 7th 
September at 11.30am in St Barnabas Cathedral, Nottingham. If you are a Nurse, Doctor, Allied Healthcare 
Professional, Healthcare Support Worker, Paramedic, Ancillary staff, or work in any other role which supports the 
delivery of our greatly valued health and care services, you are welcome to attend the Mass  and you will also have the 
opportunity to meet others who work in the health and care sectors across the diocese. The Mass will also recognise 
the work of all Hospital and Hospice Chaplains. If you require any further information please contact Deacon David 
Knight (Email: david@sthughslincoln.org.uk) 
De Lisle Open Evening: De Lisle College are holding an Open Evening on Thursday 12th September from 6:00p.m.—
8:00p.m. For more information, please contact the College on enquiries@delisle.leics.sch.uk 
Rosmini Centre: Saturday 14th September, 2:00—4.30pm; Rev Deacon Seamus O'Looskan - ‘God in my life: Invitation, 
Mission, Gratitude’. Tuesday 17th September, 7:00-8.30pm; Fr. A. Belsito - ‘The Letter of St. James, on Christian 
Practical Wisdom’. 
Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, 30th September 2019: £599.00 per person 
sharing. Price includes flight with 10kg hand luggage, all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with Full Board. All 
entertainment and excursions included. Wheelchair accessible rooms in the hotel. Limited single rooms at supplement 
of £100. Groups and Individual bookings welcome. Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com. Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust Association and is fully 
protected by ATOL T7613. Please see the poster at the back of Church for more information. 
Vacancy for a Clergy Health and Well-Being Coordinator: The Diocese of Nottingham seeks to appoint a 
clergy health and well-being coordinator to work with the Bishop and others to provide support for the health and well-
being of clergy throughout their ministry and into retirement. This would suit an appropriately qualified person with 
experience in the fields of health and/or social care. This is a permanent post and is for a January 2020 start or 
sooner. Hours would be flexibly worked and initially set at 15 p/week Salary; £30,000 pro rata dependant on 
qualifications and experience. For more information and an application pack contact Fr Paul Chipchase, Diocese of 
Nottingham, Willson House, 25 Derby Road, Nottingham. NG1 5AW email; holycrossrcchurch@outlook.com  

 

Please send all items for the following weekend newsletter  
to Fr. Peter by Thursday evening at the latest. Thank you. 

Rosary Intention 

Votive Candle of Our Lady — For those Persecuted for their Christian Faith 


